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2015 
AA Year of Tragedy, Inspiration, 

Achievement & Hope! 
 

The following pages reveal some of the 
highlights of pa ents healed, sites we visited, 
conferences held, and new products 
developed.  By the end of the year, SIGN 
Surgeons had provided SIGN Surgeries to more 
than 160,000 pa ents since we started in 
1999.   
 
With your help, we stride into 2016 feeling 
well prepared to begin healing the next 
160,000 patients worldwide. 

Show your 
love, invest in 

Healing 

New Programs 
started in 2015            

31              
New Programs 
projected for 

2016 
  

21 

Give the gift of Hope this 
Valentine’s Day

February 14, 2016

2X

THANK YOU 

You can help SIGN reach more pa ents in the new year.  Our 
hearts are touched daily as we consider all the pa ents we 
have helped, but more importantly by those pa ents s ll 
wai ng for healing.  We are excited to announce that the 
Sea le Founda on will be matching all dona ons to SIGN 
now through February 14!  Make a dona on in honor of 
“Your Valen ne” be it a spouse, child, grandparent, 
grandchild, friend, teacher,  etc., and we will send them a 
card recognizing your dona on in their 
honor.  Remember…your gi  of love will be DOUBLED. 

Contact Us 
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 Upon remembering the five year 
anniversary of the devastating 2010 
earthquake, we are pleased that now there 
are 10 SIGN Programs in Haiti and 5 in 
Port Au Prince.  We pray they never 
experience this 
kind of disaster 
again, but if they 
do, they will be 
much better 
prepared. 

 
Tragedy 

The SIGN Conference in Nepal was 
directed toward a recap of the 
earthquake response and suggestions 
to improve future disaster response 
preparedness.  
 

Dr. Zirkle and Dr. Carla Smith lent a 
hand in June to give SIGN Surgeons 
a much needed break. 

We celebrated Kiwanis’ 
100 year anniversary and 
continued generosity to 
SIGN. 
 

Thank You! 
 

The aim of the SIGN 
Conference in Haiti was 
toward treatment of trauma patients, hospital 
rounds, and participation in collaborative surgical 
procedures.  
 

Observations from the Philippines typhoon and the 
Nepal earthquake demonstrated that the most 
effective disaster response preparation includes 
education and providing implants to the surgeons 
of the host countries in order to ensure the best 
possible outcome in the aftermath of tragedy. 

Nepalese SIGN Surgeons were well equipped 
to handle the surge of patients minutes after 
the earthquake. 
 

With the help of funds raised from individual 
donations, The Wyss Foundation, and The 
Marriott Foundation, our SIGN 
Headquarters was ready to keep the 
surgeons re-supplied with the equipment 
necessary to treat 
severely injured 
patients. 

 
Inspiration 

 
Achievement 

 
Hope Our Volunteer Appreciation Night 

honored more than 100 people who 
volunteered at SIGN Headquarters 
to help package, fold newsletters for 
mailings, support the SIGN 
Conference, and more. 
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Special thanks to Arbutus Medical, Biomet 
Orthopedics, IMEC, and Stryker 
Orthopaedics for their gifts of in-kind 
donations. 



 
Tragedy 

The 14th annual International SIGN Conference 
was attended by 143 surgeons from around the 
world. 

 

Dr. Carla Smith met with the 
statistician at SPMC to explain what 
data is needed for the AO Alliance 
education grant that supports 
increased fracture care capacity. 

SIGN Hip Construct 
gained FDA clearance. 

 
Inspiration 

 
Achievement 

 
Hope 

We met with many happy patients 
during our visits to programs in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia and 
Davao, Philippines. 

Thanks to all the attendees at the Tri-
Cities Wine & Dine for SIGN event.   
As a direct result of this event’s huge 
success, SIGN was able to start two new 
programs; Federal Medical Centre in 
Nigeria and Hawassa University 
Referral Hospital in Ethiopia. 

#HealingHopeHealingHopeHealingHope 

Hana’s hopes and prospects 
were shattered when, on her way 
to her freshman year of 
architectural school, the van she 
and her friend were riding in 
rolled over.   
 

To read more go to: http://
signfracturecare.org/blog/3225/  
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The SIGN Conference in Afghanistan 
was attended by  SIGN Surgeons  from 
throughout their home country 
who  reported their use of SIGN for 
treatment of trauma patients. They 
discussed many unique treatments which 
they have innovated due to deficient 
resources in Afghanistan. 

https://signfracturecare.org/blog/different-paths-to-healing/


A Year of Tragedy, Inspiration, 
Achievement & Hope! 

With your help, we stride into 2016 feeling 
well prepared to begin healing the next 
160,000 patients worldwide.

Show your 
love, invest in 

Healing 

31

21 

Give the gift of Hope this 
Valentine’s Day 

Now  through February 14, 2016, any 
dona on made to SIGN will be matched 
100% by a designated fund set up at the 
Sea le Founda on. 
 

Seize the opportunity to make sure your 
contribu on has 2X the impact to help 
others. 
 

Visit www.signfracturecare.org to make 
your healing  dona on 

THANK YOU 

SATURDAY 

April 30 

PORTLAND ART MUSEUM 
1219 SW  Park Ave 
Portland, OR 97205 

Interested in becoming a 
sponsor  of the                    
WINE & DINE for SIGN event? 

Contact Us 

451 Hills St, Suite B 
Richland, WA 99354 
P: 509.371.1107 
F: 509.371.1316      
info@signfracturecare.org 
www.signfracturecare.org 
 

Facebook.com/
SignFractureCare  
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Contact Chelsea Smith at                
Chelsea.Smith@signfracturecare.org      
or 509-371-1107  
 
Or go to  https://
www.facebook.com/
events/1670162863269795/  

To purchase ckets go to: 
h ps://signfracturecare.org/2016-
portland-benefit/ 

http://signfracturecare.org/2016-02-newsletter/
https://signfracturecare.org/2016-portland-benefit/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1670162863269795/
http://www.signfracturecare.org/
https://www.facebook.com/signfracturecare/?fref=ts

