
Yes! I want t o give            Spine Surgery t o patients in Ethiopia!

Start a SIGN Spine Program 
in Addis Ababa, St. Paul Hospital

SIGN has created equality of long bone care in more than 50 countries since our inception 
in 1999. We recently established a pelvic fracture fellowship in Ethiopia, where surgeons 
from Africa can be trained in pelvic surgery. At the bequest of surgeons from many countries, 
we are inspired to use our model to create access to affordable and timely spine care to 
patients in developing countries.

Vehicle accidents are causing spine injuries to rise at an alarming rate. Without proper 
and timely care these injuries are disabling. There are no safety nets in these countries to 
help family members who are disabled. These patients need access to surgery. Our goal  
is to provide training and implants to surgeons, enabling them to perform timely spine 
surgery which will prevent a devastating disability.

There are no fellowship trained surgeons in Ethiopia, a country of more than 105 million 
people. Dr. Birhanu is a spine surgeon at St. Paul Hospital in Addis Ababa who has a vision 
and a dream to change spine care in Ethiopia. He has no formal training in spine surgery, 
and depends on donations from the US and teams of surgeons and medical staff who 
come 2 to 3 times per year to perform spine cases with him at St. Paul. His patient list far 
exceeds the quantity of implants the US surgeons can bring.  

To start this, Dr. Birhanu or another lead surgeon will complete a formal spine fellowship in 
Canada. When trained they will return to Ethiopia to train other surgeons. This program will be 
open to Ethiopian and East African surgeons interested in gaining expertise in spine surgery.  
Your support will allow him to have an ongoing supply of appropriate spinal implants so that 
he and other African surgeons can perform spine saving surgery on the injured poor.

We need your help to raise $500,000. These funds will be used to supply St. Paul Hospital 
with enough implants to start and sustain the spine fellowship for 1 year.

London, Ontario Spine 
team walking with 
patient after successful 
cervical spine fracture 
fixation.

451 Hills Street, Suite B, Richland, WA 99354   |   (509) 371-1107  |  signfracturecare.org

Name (Please Print): _____________________________________________  
Address**: _________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________  
Phone:(______)______-_________   I am a member of Kiwanis o 
Email: ____________________________________________________
YES! I would like to give a healing gift. Enclosed is my gift of:
o$50   o$100   o$250   o$500   o$1,000   oOther amount __________

Payment Method:   
oCheck enclosed (payable to “SIGN”) 

Charge my:  
oVISA  oMasterCard   
oAmerican Express  oDiscover Card

_________________________________
                Credit Card Number 

Expiration Date ____________________  

_________________________________                           
              Signature 

**Must have full address if credit card is used**

o I would like to make this gift in honor or memory of: 
Honor/Memory Name: _______________________________________  
Please send a personalized card to: ____________________________  
Address**: _________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

You can help start the first spine surgery training center in Ethiopia!



About Patients healed in 20 years  

240,000+
World Health Organization  
estimates that 50 million  
people are injured in traffic 
accidents each year.

History of
Dr. Lewis Zirkle, orthopaedic surgeon, is SIGN’s Founder and 
President. While serving in Vietnam, he became aware of the 
medical needs in developing countries. For 10 years, Dr. Zirkle  
spent one month each year teaching surgeons in Indonesia 
and collecting hospital equipment to send to them.  

Dr. Zirkle returned to Indonesia and found a patient, “the man in the bed,”  
with a fractured femur who had been lying in traction for 3 years. 

Dr. Zirkle questioned the doctors about this man, because he had 
been teaching them how to treat this type of injury. They re-

sponded that they did not have the proper equipment for surgery, 
and this man could not afford the surgery or implants needed.

Dr. Zirkle realized that he needed to provide education to  
orthopaedic surgeons and also equip them with tools that were 

appropriate for their hospital settings. The SIGN Model of Education 

Education: SIGN provides educational materials, conferences,  
and ongoing mentorship for orthopaedic surgeons in devel-
oping countries. 

Implants: SIGN designs, manufactures, and donates orthopaedic 
implants so these surgeons can put what they’ve learned 
into practice. 

The SIGN System is designed for use in challenging hospital 
environments and does not require the use of expensive live x-ray 
machines or even electricity. 

A            Long Bone Implant: 

   1. A patient with a broken leg would have to lie in traction in a hospital  
      bed for up to 3 months waiting for their bone to heal. 
2. A broken bone can become a life-long disability.

1. Allows the patient to walk & return home within a week of surgery. 
2. Gets the patient home & eases a huge financial burden off of families. 
3. Makes it possible for most patients to return to work and full activity     
    within 1 to 2 months

Without a            Long Bone Implant: 

Model in action:

Our generous supporters allow SIGN Implants and Instruments 
to be donated at no charge to the patient.Thank you!

 plus Implants for impoverished patients was born.         


